
 

 

Uttar Pradesh government's move to merge schools to open 
Balvatikas 

 

The Uttar Pradesh (U.P.) government is doing two big things at once: 

1. A Popular New Thing: They have opened 70,000+ new modern 
playschools (called Balvatikas) for young children (ages 3-6). This is seen as a 
good, progressive step for early education. 

2. A Controversial Method: To get the space, teachers, and resources for these new 
playschools, they merged (combined) over 10,000 existing primary 
schools. This part is very unpopular and has caused a lot of anger. 

 

The Two Sides of the Story 

1. The Government's Positive Side (The "Why") 

• Goal: To improve early childhood education as recommended by the new 
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

• Benefit: These Balvatikas are modern and aim to give kids a strong foundation 
through play-based learning, helping their mental and physical development 
before they start formal schooling. 

• The OOicial Line: The government is promoting this as a huge success and a "new 
dawn" for education in the state. They are highlighting the investment in modern 
facilities and a brighter future for children. 

2. The  Critical Side (The "How") 

• The Problem: To create these new playschools, the government didn't build 
entirely new facilities. Instead, it merged many small local primary schools into 
larger ones. 

• Issue : 

o Accessibility: Merging schools often means the nearest school is now 
farther away. This makes it diMicult, especially for young children from poor 
families, to travel to school safely. 

o Loss of Local Schools: A local school is often the heart of a village or 
community. Closing it down has a social impact. 

o Job Concerns: Teachers and staM might be worried about transfers or job 
security. 

o Political Issue: The opposition parties (like the Samajwadi Party) see this 
as a harmful decision and are protesting against it, calling it a move that 
hurts 



 

 

How it can be used in the UPSC MAINS  

What is your opinion on the Uttar Pradesh government's move to merge schools to 
open Balvatikas?" 

• A balanced answer would be: 

o Acknowledge the positives:   the initiative to establish Balvatikas aligned 
with NEP 2020 is a commendable step. Focusing on Early Childhood Care 
and Education (ECCE) is crucial for building a strong educational 
foundation, which can improve learning outcomes in later years." 

o Acknowledge the concerns: "However, the method of achieving this by 
merging a large number of existing primary schools has rightfully caused 
concern. The merger could lead to issues of access, especially for children 
in remote areas who may now have to travel farther." 

o Provide a constructive conclusion: "The ideal approach would be to 
integrate Balvatikas without disrupting the existing school infrastructure, 
perhaps by adding them as a wing to current schools. A consultative 
process with local communities would be key to ensuring such a good 
policy is implemented in a people-friendly manner." 

 

Where else can be used 

GS Paper IV (Ethics) 

- Case Studies/Answer Writing: The article presents an ethical dilemma perfect 
for a case study. 

o The Dilemma: The goal (modern playschools for better education) is 
noble, but the method (merging and possibly closing down existing primary 
schools) has caused public discontent and opposition. 

o You can be asked to analyze: 
§ The ethical conflict between long-term public good (quality 

education) and short-term public inconvenience (closure of local 
schools, access issues). 

§ The governance issues - Was the merger done transparently? 
Were stakeholders (parents, teachers) consulted? 

§ Probity in governance: Weighing the benefits of a new policy 
against the costs of disrupting existing systems. 

 

GS Paper II (Governance, Social Justice, Polity) 

• Essay and Answer Writing: Use this as a positive example of policy 
implementation. 

o Topic: Education - When discussing the challenges and implementation 
of the National Education Policy 2020, you can cite the UP Balvatika 



 

 

initiative as a "step in the right direction" for achieving universal 
foundational literacy and numeracy. 

o Topic: Welfare Schemes - Use it to highlight the importance of early 
childhood care and education (ECCE) for holistic child development. It 
shows a government's focus on the quality of human resources from an 
early age. 

o Topic: Federalism - The article shows cooperative federalism in action: 
the Central government frames the NEP 2020, and a State government (UP) 
is actively implementing one of its core components. 

 

 


